
World's Greatest Fisherman Lives in Washington
His Name Is Dr. Hugh McCormick Smith, and He Is Commissioner

of Fisheries of the United States Government.Fishing Grounds
That Extend Over the Country and Into the Oceans.

Tin: greatest fisherman in the
world is a citizen of Washing¬
ton Him name lo Dr. Hugh
McCormick Smith. His job

(no! position; U comrnissioner of fish-
trie* of the i'riited States government.
The average Washington fisherman

feels that he |s getting much out of
life liv now and then casting a hook
and line into the tidal basin as he
leisurely dangles his legs from the
stone wall surrounding that expan¬
sive and citified pond. To take a trip
down the bay and land a few big ones
gives the angler material for conver¬
sation for the remainder of the year.
That is wherein Dr. Smith's fishing

activities differ from other Washing-
tonians His fishing grounds extend
to every county in every state in the
t nion, and to as much of the Atlantic
and l'acific oceans and contiguous
Vaters as he may legally browse
.bout in

* * * ?

It is claimed that Dr. Smith knows
Jiiore different kinds of fish than any
Other person on earth. And the won¬

derful part of it is that he knows
them either by their real names or the
outlandish unpronounceable appella¬
tions given them by scientific gen¬
tlemen. who evidently enjoy talking
much more than fishing. On the
Kalis of Dr. Smith's suite of offices in
the main fisheries building at 6th
ptreet and Maine avenue, can be seen

hundreds of pictures of hright-hued
fish of designs that would indicate the
Combined efforts of an artist of the
Cu hist - flit u ris t brand and a Washing¬
ton architect of the gargoyle period
.f architectural affliction.
W aiting fifteen or twenty minutes In

the commissioner's outer office, with
nothing but fish scenery of that kind
to gaze upon, is rather disturbing.
But when Ins secrelary finally ushers
you into the inner sanctum and in¬
troduces the commissioner as "Dr."
8mitli you are decidedly disconcerted.
The word "doctor" carries many
meanings When this mild-mannered
man looks up from bis desk, piled
high with applications for fish, no

man on earth could tell whether he
was siting up his caller from the
Viewpoint of an operation, salvation
pr fish.
The soaring prices of steaks, chops,

fcacon and poultry bring no lines of
Worry or disappointment to the fea¬
tures of this particular member of
the prolific Smith family. While
Others rave about the high cost of
meat Dr. Smith smiles and admon¬
ishes the populace to raise more fish
and eat more fish. As proof of the
fact that he practices at least half of
what he preaches, he estimates that
during the present year he will dis¬
tribute a total of 6,000.009.000 stock
fish throughout the United States
Since the close of the war, for some

unexplainable reason, people every¬
where seem to be more interested in
fish than ever before in the history
Of the fisheries bureau. It is be¬
lieved that requests made through
the 435 members of Congress this
year for fish for stocking purposes
will reach 15.000. This means that
through the fisheries department
practically every pond, lake, creek
and river in the United States, from
Sanford, Me., to San Diego. Calif.,
will be Stocked with fish of varieties
best suited to climatic conditions of
each locality.

* * * *
The day will ultimately arrive when

the art of fishing will again come
Into its own. and that form of health¬
ful and exciting outdoor sports will
supplant more laborious and mirth¬
less occupations. If I>r. Smith con¬
tinues to hold down that important
Job for a few years longer practical¬
ly every man in America living u,

hundred yards beyond the boundary
lines of any city will be able to slip
out to a nearby pond or creek any
morning and in a few minutes catch
a nice mess of fresh fish for the fam¬
ily breakfast. Let it not be inferred
for a single moment that Dr. Smith
is so partial to the country fishermen
that he is overlooking the millions
of people in the cities whose appe¬
tites become assertive three limes
dally. All of the large cities are

either located near the coasts, on the
great lakes or on good sized rivers.
It therefore becomes necessary to
develop and encourage commercial
fishing upon an extensive scale. This
Is being done to a far greater extent
than is generally known.
Rural inventive geniuses frequent¬

ly present unique schemes to the head
of the bureau for delivering fish from
the coast to the interior cities. A chap
down in Texas wrote a twenty-page
letter to the commissioner showing
him in minute detail how and why the
government ought to build sixteen-
inch pipe lines from the ocean to far¬
away places and pump the live fish
through them to a central market
pond at each place, in proof of the
soundness of his plan, he tells of an
*el that traveled through the town
watsr main. Anally plu*«in* his
kitchen plumbing, necessitating an
expenditure of $7 C)

1

COD CAUGHT IIV TWENTY MIMTES WITH IltVD-MKKS NKAII KOIIIAK. ALASKA, FROM SHIP AI.BATROSS
(I'botoa bv IT. S. Pish Cmnuiuttioo.)

A young man from Chicago who
served in the air service duing the
war suggests that airplanes be fitted
with water tanks so that live fish,
oysters and lobsters could he deliv¬
ered to all sections of the country.
During the war the funds and em¬

ployes of the fisheries bureau were

largely diverted to the task of intro¬
ducing fish in carload lots to slates
that previously depended almost en¬

tirely on fresh beef. Within two
months after the starting of such ef¬
forts a total of 200.000 pounds of fish
had been shipped from the gulf coast
alone into such slates as Kentucky.
Tennessee and Indiana. In order to
bring newly introduced fish or other
producls to the attention of the con¬

suming public, it was found necessary
In conduct a systematic and well-sus¬
tained advertising campaign. By the
issuance and wide distribution of pos¬
ters and placards devoted to particu-

THE LARGEST SKIM: IK THIi WORLD. OPERATED FOR Sllll) AIVD A1.EWIVES AT ATONY POINT, VA. ON
THE POTOMAC RIVER. THE NET IS 9.600 FEET IN LENGTH ANI» THE HAILING ROPES IRE 22400
FEET LONG, GIVING K2.000 FEET AS THE TOTAL SWEEP OF THE SEINE.

lar fish, by having the newer products
tested by workers skilled in the art
of cooking to determine the best
methods of preparation for the table,
and by the printing in inexpensive
form of cook books embodying the
results of tests. the bureau was able
to interest a large number of people
In the merits of water products with
which they were previously unac¬

quainted.
? * * *

A still more direct appeal was made
to the public through the employ¬
ment of well-qualified demonstrators
for the purpose of educating house¬
wives in fish cookery, teaching them
to recognise the qualities of each
kind of fish and prepare it in the man¬
ner best suited to its character, and
ahowing; how to utilize heads, bones
and other waste parts for savory
soups, sauces and chowders On the

Pacific coast the demonstrations were

exceedingly popular and well patron¬
ized. Liocal fish dealers reported much
larger sales of cheap fish in conse¬

quence of this work. Plans are being
perfected for the extension of this
service to all parts of the country.

* * * *
As a result of Dr. Smith's experi¬

ments in increasing the nation's food
supply, it is quite possible that In the
very near future it will be the rage
for members of President Wilson's
cabinet, members of Congress and the
public generally to drop in at some

restaurant of an evening and feast on

such dainties as roast whale, baked
shark or stewed porpoise. The value
of sharks as food has long been rec¬

ognized in the countries bordering on

the Mediterranean, in Great Britain,
Japan and many other countries. Un¬
til recently their use for food in the
United States has been limited mainly

to seafaring people In scattered lo¬
calities. and to the markets of some
of the larger cities, where they are
often sold under the name of more
expensive fishes.

It has been demonstrated that por¬
poises and dolphins are excellent food,
some people preferring them to whale
meat. The government authorities
have been Instrumental In bringing
the value of these forms to the at¬
tention of fishermen on the Atlantic
and gulf coasts, and progress is being
made in the establishment of markets
for the meat of these creatures. It
appears that the oily taste, which may
be more or less objectionable to some,
can be avoided by removing the con¬
nective tissue which lies bstween the
blubber and the meat.
Kor years and years uplifter* and

orators have been lavishly praising
those hustlisg agriculturalists who

"made two blades of Brass prow
where only one grew before." The
accomplishments of Dr. Smith have
made the grass-growing gentry look
small. He has accomplished the re¬

markable feat of making hundreds of
thousands of lobsters grow where
absolutely none grew before. It dawn¬
ed upon hint one day that in the con¬

struction of the Pacific coast nature
had entirely overlooked the important
item of supplying lobsters (of the ed¬
ible kind) for the populace. To over¬
come this slight and to see that the
native sons and daughters of Califor¬
nia, Oregon and Washington had a
chance once In a while to surprise
their stomachs with fancy food, Dr.
Smith went up to Boothbay harbor,
Me., and selected 6.000 fine lobsters,
equally divided as to sex, and ship¬
ped them to the Pacific coast, where
they were liberated. The experiment
has proven successful beyond all ex¬

pectations. By packing the lobsters In

¦hallow boxes, upon beds of straw
that had been previously soaked In
strong brine, it was found they could
stand the trip across the continent
without difficulty.
Another experiment conducted by"the world's greatest fisherman" may

soon reHult in fashionable young men
and women of Washington and else¬
where arraying themselves in glovesand shores made from the hides ofsharks and other fish, experiments
with that end in view have beentaken up with tanners especiallyconstructed nets are also being de¬vised for the purpose of catchingsharks in large numbers.
For the survey of offshore ttshin*grounds, the study of pelagic fishes,and the genoral exploration of the

seas. Dr. Hmith utilises the famoussteamer Albatross, which was espe¬cially designed and built for (his workin 1SIZ. This boat ta credited with' . 1 «. I , / ,J:»/ w . III

having contributed more lo the
knowledge of the life and physios of
the sea than any other vessel. The
Albatross is a twin screw iron steam¬
er. risked as a brigantine. of 1,074
tons displacement. The complement of
officers and men. numbering eighty. Is
furnished by the Navy. There Is in
addition a small civilian staff, Includ¬
ing; a resident naturalist and fishery
expert, to whom the practical work
of the ship is intrusted.

After.spending several years In the
investigation of the fishing grounds
of the Atlantic coast of North Amer¬
ica, the Albatross was dispatched to
the Pacific ocean In 1X8S and con¬
tinued fishing operations until the
breaking out of the war with Ger¬
many, when she and all other boats
belonging to the bureau were turned
over to Secretary Daniels to be used
in the job of subduing the Huns. The
vessel made extended cruises to the
southern and eastern parts of the Pa¬
cific. several cruises to the Hawaiian
Islands and Japan, and many visits
to Alaska, in addition to numerous
surveys on the coast of the Pacitic
states, all having for their object the
investigation of the physics and bi¬
ology of the regions visited, the de¬
termination of their aquatic resources
and the study of their fisheries. A
biological survey was also made of
the waters of the Philippine archi¬
pelago.

* * * ?
Work similar to that done by the

Albatross is conducted by the steam¬
er Fish Hawk 011 the Atlantic coast.
This vessel was built for the bureau
in lSi'i and is of 411 gross tons bur¬
den.
The bureau's large collection of nat¬

ural history specimens are deposited
in the National Museum, li js by
far the finest collection in the world
1 he duplicates are not retained for
government purposes, but are dis¬
tributed upon request to public
schools and colleges. In this way
hundreds of thousands of specimens
representing all groups of aquatic
animals, have been supplied for edu¬
cational purposes.
While co-operating with Surgeon

General Hupert Blue of the United
Slates public health service, Dr. Smith
developed the amar.ing discovery that
Ash could be used to advantage in
waging campaigns against malaria
In talking of this phase of his work
he said:
"With the measures that are gen¬

erally relied upon for the control of
the abundance of mo.<*,uitoea and the
eradication of malaria, this bureau
has no direct concern They lie within
the domian of sanitation and entomol¬
ogy It may be said, however, that it

tha8, 7"* Very °lear l° aU concerned
""' under many conditions the direct
methods of sanitary science gener-
ally employed in combating the mos¬
quito. whether physical, chemical or
engineering, either are not practicable
of application, or when applied, fail
of ~P'ishing the desired purpose.It has been found neceaaary in many
cases to rely to a great extent upon
natures me,hod of controlling the

comn
°' through their

competitors and enemies. It is well

of1°he1ab°Wii Ver thBt "atUre'S Contr°'
of the abundance of mosquitoes. a. of
other animals and pl.n,a generally. Is

2 not ^solute. The prob-

mLkinl I °"C " t0 flnd ,nca"s °f

larvae h
«f mosquito

Prey of "mLn,,nt °Ver "a'"nil
Prey, of making them efficient in the

DhlllT"°n °f ,h" lttrV*e °f U"0-
Phelid mosquitoes at least.

dom»r Pr0b,em 18 Primarily within the
domain of aquatic biology «.d (.on_

Z, cspecla"y the small mosquito-
f fl8hes a"<l other associates, and

n this problem, in its phases both of
investigation and of practical work,the assistance of the bureau of fiah-

en1 7s 80"Cited by the ¦»««.««« of
entomology and the public health
-rvice. both Ioca,ed ,n WH8hlnK(on
health 00-°Per>,ion with the publichealth service was principally tn ,he
u gent task .f protecting the health
«f soldiers in a cantonment near Au-

prised th*' The P'"n °f WOrk com-

of nr?. ^ °f a" »v*»"l"e means

Dlv of
and increasing the aup-

niote!, °P m'nnow» the area under

nt L ROd U'e careful observation
effectiveneaa of these and other

arh,'" th" extermination of moaquito
a. lo '"crease the number of
nnows in the cantonment area,

propagation was resorted to and fish
were also brought in from place, out¬
side the protected lone.

th.U ha"b'*n fu"y demonstrated that
the small fl.h ,n many c,., arf> mo>l
effective .gents for the control of
moaquitoes. but I, has also been posi- ,

threlyascertalned that the efficiency/
or flsh even when present In abun¬
dance is by no means universal and
complete. Much depends upon the
Physical and biological conditions In

e water, such as the presence of de¬
rm and of plant, of various apecie,

va*rXuV-fw* "actuations of level and
tS? ,°ther factors.

e«n«l?m<'a7,bu"'11 In theae
dU "r* ""'Que in that they
dereK JI **** but «,T' fclrl,» *. W®H
developed and very active y»«ag"


